
OLIVIA DE GUZMAN, M.F.A. 
  
 
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE  

	   
Florida International University	  
Assistant Professor of Musical Theatre 2023 - present 
	  

• TPP 3276 Acting the Song  
Integration of acting and singing techniques to craft fully realized performances of musical theatre  
works. Emphasis on building a repertoire and preparatory practices. 

• TPP 3923 Musical Theatre Workshop I 
First of a 3-course sequence of upper division musical theatre training with a survey on theatrical  
comedy, musical theatre scene work, and ensemble work, as well as foundational sightsinging and aural skills. 

• TPP 3924C Musical Theatre Workshop II 
Second of a 3-course sequence of upper division musical theatre training with a survey on advanced musical theatre   
solo work, ensemble work, as well as intermediate sightsinging and aural skills. 

• TPP 4253 Advanced Musical Theatre Studies 
Third of a 3-course sequence of upper division musical theatre training with a survey on audition techniques,  
devised theatre and new work development, ensemble work, as well as advanced sightsinging and aural skills. 

• TPP 2653 Playscript Analysis 
Practical methods of script analysis employing structural, dramaturgical, and creative approaches.  
Emphasis on preparing for live production of a play. 

• THE 3243 History of Musical Theatre in America 
Study of historical sources tracking the development of Musical Theatre with emphasis on research, analytical and	 	  
critical thinking, writing, and presentation skills. 

• TPP 2100 Introduction to Acting 
Acting fundamentals, improv, voice & movement, and scene work. For for non-majors, emphasis on identifying and  
developing acting skills that are applicable to other fields of study. 

• TPP 4971 Senior Projects 
Devising, rehearsing, and producing the Senior Showcase for BFA Musical Theatre Majors as a performance-based   
culmination of their training and an opportunity to network with industry professionals and local theaters. 

• TPP 4195 Upper Division Production and Performance 
Exploration of the acting process through rehearsal and performance of a play. 

Southern Methodist University	  
Instructor 2019 - 2022 
	  

• THEA 2311 Art of Acting 
2 course versions: in-person and online. Acting fundamentals, improv, voice & movement, and scene work.  
For for non-majors, emphasis on identifying and developing acting skills that are applicable to other fields  
of study. 
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KD Conservatory College of Film & Dramatic Arts	  
Adjunct Instructor 2013 - 2019 

• DRAM 1352 Acting II 
Continued development of Cohen and Stanisklavski principles. Culminated in development and  
performance of scene work for an audience.. 

• VOI 201 Voice II 
Breath, articulation, diction, dynamics, and expression, exploring the connection between voice and  
storytelling through poetry and monologues. 

• MUSC 1415 Ear Training I 
Singing fundamentals, physiology and anatomy, ear training, diction, and musicality.  
Format included both group and private instruction. 

• MUSI 1181 Piano I 
Music theory, keyboarding skills, & foundational sight singing.  

• DRAM 1210 Musical Theatre 1 Style Study 
Ensemble work, choral singing, rehearsal and performance skills, musical theatre styles from  
golden age to contemporary musicals. 

• DRAM 2300 Musical Theatre 2 Scene Study 
Ensemble work, choral singing, solo singing, and scene study.  

• DRAM 2200 Musical Theatre Performance 3 
Creative process, song interpretation, and audition skills to further develop repertoire pieces. Various  
projects ignited and explored the artistic and creative mindset, and how this mindset complements  
the business of performance as a career.   

• Continuing Education Introduction to Acting 
Fundamentals of acting technique, improv, script analysis, scene work. 

ADDITIONAL TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
	   
The Studio at 503	  
Owner & Teacher 2013 - 2023 

• Acting, Private coaching for ages 15 - adult, all skill levels.	 	 	  

• Voice, Private lessons for ages 10 - adult, all skill levels. Classical, Musical Theatre, CCM. 

• Piano, Private lessons for ages 5 - adult, beginning through intermediate skill levels. 

Stage West Theatre	  
Masterclass Guest Artist 2025 

• Teen College & Audition Prep Program — Audition Masterclass. Also a recruiting effort for FIU Theatre. 

 of  2 7
updated 2/26



University of North Texas	  
Masterclass Guest Artist 2022 

• THEA 3050 Realism — Preparatory work for Meisner Technique. Audition Masterclass. 

Booker T. Washington High School for the Performing & Visual Arts	  
Masterclass Guest Artist 2022 

• T3 Learning Lab, Musical Theatre — Vocal Technique, Song Interpretation. Audition Masterclass. 

Dallas Theater Center	  
Teaching Artist 2017 - 2023 

• Project Discovery 

Outreach program invites high school theatre students to see shows at Dallas Theater Center and to attend a  
pre-show theatre workshop with members of the Brierley Resident Acting Company. 

• Adult Acting 2, classes 

• Musical Theatre, Teens, intensive 

• Acting, Children, intensive	 	  

• Musical Theatre, Children, intensive	 	 	 	  

Public Works Dallas	  
Public Artist 2019	 	  
	 	 	 	  

• Theatre    After-school program for children focused on theatre games, improv, storytelling, and acting fundamentals. 

The Music Academy of Denton	  
Teacher, Director of Musical Theatre 2008 - 2013 

• Musical Theatre 
Intensives for children focused on an introduction to performance, ensemble work, and theatre games. 

• Voice           
Private singing lessons for ages 10 - adult, all skill levels. Focus on a foundation of classical vocal technique extending 
into musical theatre and CCM styles. Coaching for the student’s educational, amateur, or professional endeavors. 
Students performed in 2 recitals annually. 

• Piano          
Private piano lessons for ages 5 - adult, beginning — intermediate skill levels. Focus on building a foundation of classical  
technique, music theory. Students performed in 2 recitals annually. 

• Garage Band    
Music ensemble for children and teens focused on developing CCM repertoire. 
Students performed in 2 recitals and at various community events annually. 
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EDUCATION	 	 	 	 	 	
	                   	 	 	 	 	           

MFA	 	 Meadows School of the Arts, Southern Methodist University 2022	 Acting	 	 	 	  

BFA 	 	 University of North Texas 2003 	 	 	 	 Musical Theatre, Acting Emphasis 

Specialized Coursework 

• SMU: Devised and fully produced a one-act play in collaboration with MFA cohort, inspired by The Line Becomes a River: Dispatches 
from the Border by Francisco Cantú 

• SMU: Devised various theatre pieces, solo pieces, and adaptations with live performance, streaming, and filmed components;      
served as playwright, producer, director, designer, and actor. 

• UNT: Devised one-act Solo Showcase as the culmination of BFA training; lead the collaborative efforts of 10 supporting actors/
musicians; showcased skills as singer, actor, dancer, director, and devised theatre maker. 

• UNT: Completed an additional 14 credit hours towards a BFA in Vocal Performance at the UNT College of Music. 

Workshops & Masterclasses 

• Original Solo Work, Tim Miller 

• Song & Monologue, Betty Buckley 

• On-Camera, Welker White & Damian Young 

• On-Camera, Tiffany Hobbs 

• Clown, Carter Gill 

• Clown, Harry Ford 

• Stage Combat: SAFD Certified Single Sword, Andrew Ray 

• Michael Chekhov Technique, Bethany Caputo 

 

ARTS LEADERSHIP	 	 	 	 	 	  

My experience leading arts-related companies and as a professional musician significantly contributes to my value 
as a theatre educator because it required essential skills including interpersonal skills, strategic planning, design, 
production, problem solving, directing, training, management, service, creative process, technical skills. 

A Room With A Clue, Co-Owner; Escape Room Designer; Corporate Event Coordinator 2015 - 2019 
Conceptualized and opened escape room entertainment company. Designed multiple escape room experiences and 
oversaw installation. Sold and coordinated corporate team building events.  

Art Six Coffeehouse, Co-Owner/Operator 2004- 2013 
Conceptualized and opened arts space/coffeehouse that included a visual art consignment gallery, live performance 
venue, and event space. Coordinated community and private events. Co-produced 3 community-wide arts festivals with 
visual art, artisan crafts, live music, poetry, stand up comedy, dance, theatre. Managed espresso bar daily operations. 

	  
	  
Various, Live & Studio, Vocalist; Keyboardist; Composer/Lyricist 2004 - 2016 

Created & performed with various music ensembles at events such as SXSW, The State Fair of Texas, Dallas Arts & Jazz 
Festival, Fry Street Fair, etc. and in live music venues all over Texas. Recorded in studio for various acts as lead, guest 
artist, and/or backing vocalist.  
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SELECTED RESEARCH & CREATIVE WORK: ACTOR 	 	 	 	 	 	                              
	  
International, 2014 - 2021 

	 	 Wishing Star Productions 	 Spotted Elephant/The Bumble	 Rudolph The Red Nosed Reindeer: The Musical                                                                              

	 	 Undermain Theatre	 Hedda Gabler	 Hedda Gabler +int’l streaming 

	 	 Stage West	 Poet	 In Search of the Sublime +int’l streaming	  

	                                                                                                        
New York, 2011 - 2016 

	 	 NYMF, The Pearl Theatre	 Josephine	 As We Lie Still 

	 	 New York International Fringe	 Beauty	 Happily Ever After	  

	 	 New Dramatists	 Ensemble	 The Ballad Hunters +workshop reading 

Regional, 2004 - present (selected) 

	 Dallas Theater Center	 Stepmother; u/s Witch (perf)	 Into The Woods	 	      

	 Dallas Theater Center	 Miss Scarlet; fight captain	 Clue 

	 Dallas Theater Center	 Dilber	 A Christmas Carol 

	 Dallas Theater Center	 Surveyor; fight captain	 Native Gardens 

	 Dallas Theater Center	 Belle	 A Christmas Carol 

	 Dallas Children’s Theatre	 Wanda	 Fancy Nancy: The Musical 

	 Circle Theatre	 Gina	 Office Hour 

	 Undermain Theatre	 Jenny	 John 

	 Amphibian Stage Productions	 Luna Bustos	 The Heart Sellers 

	 Amphibian Stage Productions	 Gabby	 King Liz 

	 Theatre Three	 Trixie	 The Last One Nighter on the Death Trail 

	 Theatre Three	 Christmas Eve; vocal captain	 Avenue Q +extended run Jul 2012 - Nov 2013 

	 Stage West	 Christmas Eve	 Avenue Q 

	 Lake Placid Center for the Arts	 Christmas Eve	 Avenue Q 

	 Casa Mañana	 Yvonne	 Miss Saigon 

	 Ochre House Theatre	 Louisiana Ball-Stephenson	 The Academic 

	 Ochre House Theatre	 Madame Satan	 Doom McCoy and the Death Nugget 

	 Ochre House Theatre	 Yvonne	 The Woman Who Knew Too Much 

	 Contemporary Theatre Dallas	 Josephine	 As We Lie Still  

  	 Teatro Dallas	 Sor Juana	 The Masks of Sor Juana	 	  

	 MainStage Irving	 Morticia Addams	 The Addams Family: The Musical 

	 Theatre Britain	 Susan	 No Sex Please, We're British! 

	 Theatre Three	 Ensemble	 The Hot Mikado 

	 Sundown Collaborative Theatre	 Patient (Lead)	 4.48 Psychosis 

	 Music Theatre Denton	 Maria	 West Side Story 

	 Ochre House Theatre	 Vocalist; Keyboardist	 Elwood 

	 Ochre House Theatre	 Vocalist; Keyboardist	 Kaptain Kockadoo 

Film, 2010 - 2015 

	 Plum Productions	 Rachel Han (lead)	 American Dynasty 

	 STEM Films	 Host	 Artificial Muscles 
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SELECTED RESEARCH & CREATIVE WORK: PRODUCTION/CREATIVE 		 	 	 	 	                              
	  
Regional, 2014 - present 
	 	  
	 Book, Co-Producer	 New York Musical Theatre Festival	 As We Lie Still 

	 Book, Co-Producer	 Margo Jones Theatre	 As We Lie Still 

	 Book	 Contemporary Theatre Dallas	 As We Lie Still	  

	 Playwright	 Bishop Arts Theatre Center	 Zero, Sum, Hero, Bum +new works festival 

	 Playwright	 Dallas Theater Center	 Summer Stage Showcase 

	 Music Director	 Watering Hole Collective	 Spring Awakening 

	 Music Director	 Rockwall Summer Musicals	 Mary Poppins: The Musical 

	 Director	 The Music Academy	 The Wiz +community theatre production 

	 Costume & Make up Design	 Out of the Loop Fringe Festival	 Videotape	  

Academic 2024 - present 

	 Director	 Florida International University	 The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 

	 Director	 Florida International University	 Rodgers + Hammerstein’s Cinderella 

	 Director	 Florida International University	 Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown 

	 Sound Designer	 Florida International University	 The Moors 

	 Intimacy Coordinator	 Florida International University	 The House of Ramon Iglesia +upcoming 2026 

	 Intimacy Coordinator	 Florida International University	 Much Ado About Nothing 

	 Intimacy Coordinator	 Florida International University	 Intimate Apparel 

	 Intimacy Coordinator	 Florida International University	 John Proctor is the Villain 

	 Director	 KD Conservatory College	 Musical Theatre Forums 

	 Director	 KD Conservatory College	 Acting Forums 

	 Book, Assistant Director	 KD Conservatory College	 As We Lie Still +workshop production 

	 Book	 Western Kentucky University	 As We Lie Still 

	  

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  

Member, Actors Equity Association  

Member, Association for Theatre in Higher Education 

Member, Brierley Resident Acting Company, Dallas Theater Center, 2022 - 2024 

Regional Coordinator, Statera Arts Mentorship Dallas/Ft. Worth Chapter, 2019 

Member, Music Teachers National Association, 2013 - 2018 
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SCHOLARSHIP ACTIVITY	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  

Conference Presentation: “Anything You Can Do: Exploring Gender in Golden Age Musical Theatre Performance” 
Association for Theatre in Higher Education (ATHE), 2025 

Conference Presentation: “Adjudicated Acting Ex” 
Association for Theatre in Higher Education (ATHE), 2024 

Conference Presentation: “Stage, Steps, & Song: Introducing Musical Theatre to Your Class” 
Arts @ FIU Day, 2023 

ACADEMIC SERVICE		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
Department of Theatre  >  College of Communication, Architecture, + The Arts  >  Florida International University 
	 Head of Musical Theatre, 2023 - present 
	 Member, Performance Committee, 2023 - present 
	 Member, Executive Committee, 2025 - present 
	 Member, Curriculum Committee, 2025 - present 
	 Visiting Member, Recruiting Committee, 2023 - present 
	 Member & Visiting Member, Season Selection Committee, 2023 - present 
	 Visiting Member, Production Calendar Committee, 2023 - present 

College of Communication, Architecture, + The Arts  >  Florida International University 
	 Alternate, Steering Committee, 2023 - 2025 

Florida International University 
	 Member, Library Committee, 2025 - 2027 
	 Director of Student Performance, FIU Service & Recognition Awards Ceremony, 2026 +upcoming 2026 
	 Director of Student Performance, FIU Service & Recognition Awards Ceremony, 2025 

Department of Theatre  >  Meadows School of the Arts  >  Southern Methodist University 
	 Member, Faculty Search Committee, 2021 - 2022 

 

HONORS & RECOGNITION		 	                   	 	       

DFW Critics Forum, Best of 2019, Creative Contribution: Original Music   	 Doom McCoy, Ochre House Theatre	 	  

DFW Critics Forum, Best of 2013, Best Ensemble   	 Avenue Q, Theatre Three		 	

TheatreJones, Great Performance of 2010   	 4.48 Psychosis, Sundown Collaborative Theatre	  

Meadows School of the Arts, Bob Hope Award	 Graduate Level Excellence 	 	 	  

University of North Texas, Ed DeLatte Musical Theatre Scholarship	 Performance Excellence, Inaugural Recipient	
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